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Introduc�on 
 
Thank you all for joining us on for the Aguas del Norte Quarterly Discussion for Friday January 26th  from 
10:00 am-1:00 pm. Thank you especially to Gloria Gonzales from Chamita MDWA for hos�ng us at 
Chamita Community Center. Around 23 people joined us for the discussion, with one online atendee 
(See the sign-in sheet atached to this report). Thank you, to all of you who were able to atend, for 
taking the �me out of your busy schedules! 
 
This report is meant to bring together what was discussed at the mee�ng on the 26th of January.  
Therefore, the SWEFC created this report with the following in mind: 
 

1. To provide you with materials from the mee�ng; 
2. To provide you with a summary of the networking ac�vity; and 
3. To let you know the status of our work on the next mee�ng. 

 
If we have missed something or something is not accurate, please reach out to, joni palmer: 
palmerjonim@unm.edu 

 

Aguas del Norte Water Alliance 

Mee�ng #4: Preparing for Emergencies Networking and Informa�on/Resource Sharing 

Friday 26 January 2024 | 10 am – 1 pm 

Loca�on: Chamita Community Center County Road 56A #42 Chamita, NM 

HYBRID EVENT: Mee�ng ID: 950 8264 3758 Passcode: 429529 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome                      Melanie Delgado, NMED 5 min  
2. Highlights from Mee�ng #3    Sami Stroud, SWEFC                      10 m 

& Aguas del Norte Alliance webpage  
3. Networking Ac�vity:      Sami, Tucker, Martha  30 m 
4. System Resiliency 

a. How reliable are your primary water sources? Do you have any backup sources and how 
readily available are they? [Sami] 

b. What is the status of your meters? Can you compare their readings to your produc�on 
to get a picture of your water loss and efficiency? [Tucker] 

c. Given the current reali�es (and future likelihood) of large-scale wildfires in NM, what 
concerns do you have about the impacts of wildfires on your systems? [Martha] 

BREAK            10 m 

5. Water Topic: Preparing for Emergencies          1.5 hrs with Q & A 
a. Introduc�on to Resiliency   Melanie    15 m 
b. If an emergency happens, what do you do? Adele McKenzie   15 m 

Emergency Response Coordinator, 
NMED, Drinking Water Bureau 

c. Emergency Funding    Ramon Lucero, RCAC   15 m 

mailto:palmerjonim@unm.edu
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d. WARN Network     Bill Conner, NMRWA   15 m 
6. Next Steps & Ques�ons         Melanie & joni             15 m 

a. Krista Bonfan�ne         7-10 m 
Watershed Restora�on Program Manager, Forest Stewards Guild  

b. Next mee�ng: topic, date, loca�on        

 

1. Mee�ng Handouts 

Resources were provided at the registra�on table, please see atachments to this report. Adele’s slide 
deck is also atached to this report: NMED Emergency Toolbox for Public Water Systems 

2. Summary of Networking Ac�vity 

This ac�vity was conducted in order for systems to connect with each other over the topic of resiliency, 
and brainstorm poten�al collabora�ons to solve problems facing both systems.                                                                               

Conversation questions (Melanie facilitated): 

- How to measure groundwater depth? 
o One system mentioned that they use SCADA 
o Someone else mentioned that it’s expensive; maybe if you were sharing a system like 

this regionally it could make sense, but a bit too involved and expensive for very small 
systems 

o Another mentioned that he uses a sounding unit to measure depth – less money and 
just needs to test each of his 3 wells monthly. 

- Water scarcity (Hayley) - people are wary of physically connecting systems, but this can be 
crucial in water shortage emergencies. 

- (this led to a conversation about resiliency practices, like having an extra pump on the shelf) 
- Supply chain issue have only gotten worse. It’s important to have a back up pump on a shelf. 

Many people are experiencing several weeks of delays getting pumps. You could have a shared 
spare parts/supplies inventory with neighbors. Beware of what equipment you keep on a shelf. 
Some won’t keep well for long periods of time (bearings go flat? After a long period of time, yes 
that can happen). Make sure to educate yourself! 

- Also be aware that parts are more expensive these days.  
- And talk to your neighbors – they might have the part you need 

 

Notes from Presentations/Discussion    

Adele McKenzie - NMED Emergency Toolkit for Public Water Systems 

- Maintain an updated, accessible emergency response toolbox so you can provide quick 
resources in an actual emergency. 

- Update your contacts at least once a quarter to make sure they are still in their position.  
- NMED DWB can assist you before and after emergencies with funding, contractors, emergency 

numbers 
- They don’t have equipment. Can’t provide water hauling equipment or potable water. 
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- Emergency Response Story Map on NMED with resources available. They are keeping the site 
updated. Includes financial information and checklists for emergency plans. Trainings you can 
attend, groups you can join.  

- You are required to have an Emergency Response Plan and an O&M Plan. Compliance offices 
will check for these in during the sanitary survey.  

- NMRWA has signs you can download and use. There are some grants for cameras.  
- Find your local emergency manager. NMED has a list of them on their website. Contact them 

and get to know them before you have an emergency. There are Local Emergency Planning 
Committees. They can also help with your Emergency Response Plans.  

- Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management – Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC) – 24/7 line. Call you Local EOC first but if they can’t help, try Homeland Security.  

- Outage Checklist is on the Story Map on the NMED website. There is also a list of certified Water 
Haulers.  

- What to put in your emergency plans? Add contractors, chemical vendors. Know your certified 
labs. Find out their hours, are they open on weekends? 

- EPA Response On-The-Go-Plus is an app. You can put in information on the go and email it to 
NMED if needed. It will give you weather information as well.  

- Sampling during an emergency – a wildfire and floods or someone tampering with your water. 
There are tools out there on the NMED website.  

- If you need a permit you might have to contact the Army Core of Engineers.  
- NMED also has contacts for lawyers or legislature  
- Utton Center at UNM can possibly provide free legal sources.  
- Cyber Security – EPA was going to make some sort of cybersecurity a requirement. That was 

shot down but they highly recommend doing some cybersecurity. Be aware that some people 
have tried to access a water system remotely and mess with the chemical concentrations.  

- Only the certified portable water folks are on the website. If they aren’t certified by NMED, they 
aren’t on the website. But they can reach out to NMED about getting certified.  
 

Ramon Lucero – Emergency Funding 

Senate Bill 49 – $100 million to deal with various emergencies. It’s hard to say if this bill will pass. 

Rural Infrastructure Program – NMED Construction Bureau  

New Mexico Board of Finance – small appropriates from the governor every year. One dedicated to 
water emergencies and one for broader emergencies. 

Governor’s Office that has money to be used for emergencies. Shanna Saser(sp?) her job is to help us 
connect to the resources.  

Emergency procurement available through the Department of Finance and Administration. 

- SW EFC/TA providers: Can we create a list of local plumbers or contractors to put on our 
website? 

 

WARN - Bill Conner, NMRWA 
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- Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (WARN) is designed for systems to help systems. 
Only systems are part of WARN.  

- Any type of system can join the network 
- Joining is very simple, there is a WARN Mutual Aid Agreement which lays out the guidelines for 

what happens if you need help or what you can do to help someone. It lays out the liabilities 
and who pays who.  

o Contact Bill Conner by phone, email, mail 
- If you join the WARN you are under no obligation to help someone else.  
- You can have your attorney review and sign the agreement. But your attorney can’t change the 

terms. They were approved by the committee so the agreement won’t change and everyone 
signs the same agreement.  

- A huge part of resiliency and an emergency is what you do to prepare before it happens so you 
have all the information, contacts, and resources ready.  

 
Bianca Surgeon: Water Leadership Institute – at the Chamita Community Center 

- Series of 4 workshops for operators or future operators, once a month for a total of 20 credits 
- Will work on certain documents and plans 
- Starts Feb 28th  

 
Krista Bonfantine – Forest Steward’s Guild  

- 232 partnership/collaborative – there are two different but overlapping initiatives. Lots of 
federal agencies, lots of other government entities. Welcome participation from everyone.  

- Looking at forest shed restoration  
- Can help write grants, there is one coming up for meters in Feb. Another one coming up in April 

for water planning.  
- The community wildfire protection plan update for Rio Arriba County is going on right now.  
- Funding opportunity to engage community members from the EPA  

 
Topics for Future Mee�ngs     

Date: May 3rd, 2024 

Loca�on: Chama City Hall, 1512b NM-17, Chama, NM 87520 

Ways to increase atendance: 

• Ask systems to invite a neighboring system to atend 
• Save the Date 
• Physical flyers 
• Radio (try to get KDCE this �me) 
• Chama newspaper 
• Phone calls to systems 

Poten�al Topics: 

• Lead Service Line inventory (LSLI) hands on workshop 
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o Work one on one with TA providers to fill out your LSLI 
o  What kind of data/info do systems need to bring?  

• Training or workshop on so�ware and Excel tracking 
o Help uploading LSL info to Excel (i.e. addresses) 
o Help crea�ng an email for your system 
o Help saving the LSL Excel file for future records  training on system recordkeeping 

 
3. Status of Our Work on the Next Mee�ng 

The next mee�ng of the Aguas del Norte Alliance will be Friday 3 May, from 10 am – 1 pm 
at Chama City Hall, 1512b NM-17, Chama, NM 87520. It will be an in-person mee�ng. The mee�ng topic 
will be Lead Service Line Inventory Hands-on Workshop. Melanie Delgado, joni palmer, and Sami 
Stroud are working on adver�sing this event via email, phone calls, pos�ng flyers in communi�es (See 
flyer on next page), and local newspapers and radio.  
 
Final Thoughts 
As stated in the previous report, we could use your help ge�ng the word out about these regular 
quarterly mee�ngs (with special topics mee�ngs as needed): Please share informa�on about events, 
direct folks to our website htps://swefc.unm.edu/home/aguas-del-norte-alliance and invite people to 
join the email listserv that Melanie created: envnorthernnmdiscussion@state.nm.us. 
 
Send names and emails to Melanie Delgado (melanie.delgado@env.nm.edu) and she will get people on 
the listserv. Also, if you have contacts at local newspapers and local radio sta�ons, please let joni 
(palmerjonim@unm.edu) know—we would like to use addi�onal pla�orms (other than email/listserv) to 
adver�se these mee�ngs! We also ask that each system please invite a neighboring system to atend. 
This will help us grow our community and rela�onships with our neighbors.  
 
Thanks, again, for par�cipa�ng in the Aguas del Norte Alliance mee�ngs: we look forward to con�nuing 
these conversa�ons with and for all of you! 
 
Resources Sheet for Aguas del Norte Alliance    

• SWEFC main webpage: htps://swefc.unm.edu/home/ 
• SWEFC Integrated Asset Management Framework Webpage: htps://swefc.unm.edu/iamf/ 
• SWEFC Asset Management InfoHub: htps://swefcamswitchboard.unm.edu/am/ 
• SWEFC Wastewater InfoHub: htps://infohub.swefc.unm.edu/ 
• SWEFC Water Loss InfoHub: htps://swefc.unm.edu/wlswitchboard/ 
• SWEFC State Revolving Fund InfoHub: htps://swefcsrfswitchboard.unm.edu/srf/ 
• Resources for NM SRF: htps://swefcsrfswitchboard.unm.edu/srf/new-mexico-staterevolving-

fund-resources/ 
• New Mexico Water and Wastewater Funding Table, updated 2019: 

htps://efcnetwork.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/NM-Water-Wastewater-Funds-2019.pdf 
• PFAs Cost Recovery Program (sign up here): htps://nrwa.org/cost-recovery/ 
• EPA webpage on revised lead and copper rule: htps://www.epa.gov/ground-water-anddrinking-

water/revised-lead-and-copper-rule 
• NM 811: htps://geocall.nm811.org/geocall/portal 

https://swefc.unm.edu/home/aguas-del-norte-alliance
mailto:envnorthernnmdiscussion@state.nm.us
mailto:melanie.delgado@env.nm.edu
mailto:palmerjonim@unm.edu
https://swefc.unm.edu/home/
https://swefc.unm.edu/iamf/
https://swefcamswitchboard.unm.edu/am/
https://infohub.swefc.unm.edu/
https://swefc.unm.edu/wlswitchboard/
https://swefcsrfswitchboard.unm.edu/srf/
https://swefcsrfswitchboard.unm.edu/srf/new-mexico-staterevolving-fund-resources/
https://swefcsrfswitchboard.unm.edu/srf/new-mexico-staterevolving-fund-resources/
https://efcnetwork.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/NM-Water-Wastewater-Funds-2019.pdf
https://nrwa.org/cost-recovery/
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-anddrinking-water/revised-lead-and-copper-rule
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-anddrinking-water/revised-lead-and-copper-rule
https://geocall.nm811.org/geocall/portal
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• RCAC Trainings Calendar:
htps://www.events.rcac.org/rcac/calendar.asp?Cal_View=YEARVIEW&Cal_Day=1

Atachments: See next pages 

• May 3 Mee�ng Flyer
• Sign-in Sheet
• Handouts

https://www.events.rcac.org/rcac/calendar.asp?Cal_View=YEARVIEW&Cal_Day=1


Lead Service Line Inventory (LSLI)
Hands-on Workshop

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE:
Aguas del Norte Water Alliance Meeting #5

Friday, May 3rd from 10 am - 2 pm  

Location: Chama City Hall, 1512b NM-17, Chama,
NM 87520

You must REGISTER by APRIL 19TH:

This work is partly funded by EPA EFC BIL Region 6.

AGENDA
Introduction to LSLI + Overview of LSLI forms1.
LUNCH: snacks and coffee will be provided, bring
your own lunch.

2.

Workshop: work with a TA provider on your LSLI
paperwork

3.

Wrap up: Questions + discuss next meeting4.
BRING WITH YOU: 

A laptop (if you have one) or a thumb drive!
Membership and/or billing list with physical
addresses of all connections
System documentation (plans and specs, repair
tickets, photographs, printed maps, structure as-
builts etc. )

Questions? Email Sami Stroud:
sstroud1@unm.edu

Go to https://buff.ly/43I3hJJ 1.
Or scan this QR code2.

https://buff.ly/43I3hJJ
https://buff.ly/43I3hJJ












Aquifer Mapping Program 2023

Mimbres Basin Salt Basin

Rio Rancho

Delaware Basin

High Plains 

Find Us Online
maps.nmt.edu
From our webmap, find:
•	 Aquifer Mapping study 

areas with links to project 
reports (see QR codes)

•	 Water quality data
•	 Water level monitoring data 

(shown below)

The hydrogeology program at the New Mexico Bureau of Geology (NMBGMR)
is working to address the state’s most relevant water questions—such as where 
can it be found, how much is there, and what is the quality of the water? We are 
unique because we are the only non-reguatory state agency engaged in this 
specialized, multidisciplinary water science and research. We are building upon 
a wealth of existing water information; adding new and innovative techniques 
and data, and ultimately providing the state with a better understanding of our 
water resources.

Snapshots of 
groundwater level 
changes across 
the Mimbres Basin 
from 1980 through 
2020 in 5-year 
increments.

This 2022 study 
examines the 
water budget of 
the Salt Basin 
including recharge, 
evapotranspiration, 
pumping, and 
agricultural use.

The Delaware Basin 
3D hydrogeologic 
model is near 
completion. Find 
info on this model 
and completed 
basins using the 
QR code.

Ongoing research 
to define 
hydrostratigraphic 
units within the 
Santa Fe Group 
Aquifer suppling 
Rio Rancho.

NMBGMR is working 
with Ogallala Land & 
Water Conservancy 
to measure 
groundwater in 
over 100 wells near 
Clovis.

Collecting water quality samples from a 
spring near Embudo.

Turn on the Water Resources 
layer to find our data:

Salt 
Basin

San
Juan

 Basin

Delaware 
Basin

High 
Plains

Mimbres
Basin

Depth to water over time measured in a 
well in our Healy Collaborative Network 
(blue dots on the map are network wells)

Rio 
Rancho



geoinfo.nmt.edu/resources/water/amp

New Mexico Bureau of 
Geology and Mineral 

Resources
The State Geologic Survey

A Research Division of  
New Mexico Tech

We are a non-regulatory gov-
ernmental agency (the state’s 

geological survey) that conducts 
scientific investigations leading to 
responsible development of the 

state’s mineral, water, and energy 
resources.

NM Bureau of Geology 
and Mineral Resources

801 Leroy Place
Socorro, NM 87801

(575) 835-5490 information

Aquifer Mapping - Statewide Programs

The need for easily accessible information about our groundwater distribution and 
availability grows every year. NMBGMR is working to address this need through the 
development of 3D aquifer models that can be easily accessed through mapping 
software such as ArcGIS or Google Earth. These models are built by first creating the 
geologic layers in the region using well logs, cross sections, and surface geologic maps 
to create an accurate representation of the subsurface. With the geologic framework 
complete, the hydraulic properties such as porosity, permeability, water level, and water quality are added 
to the model to allow for calculations of aquifer thickness and recoverable volumes. This important work has 

been supported by a variety of partners 
such as the Healy Foundation, the 
NM EMNRD Oil Conservation District, 
and the USGS STATEMAP program.  
Several models are complete and 
available, while many others are under 
development.

The Healy Collaborative Groundwater Monitoring 
Network was created in 2016 to better manage our 
groundwater resources in New Mexico. The goal of 
this network is to supplement existing groundwater 
level monitoring throughout the state by working with 
local well owners in regions with little to no current 
monitoring. This highly successful program includes 
over 140 water operators, citizens, scientists, and 
engineers that collect and maintain groundwater level 
information at over 700 locations. Through funding 
from the Healy Foundation, the USGS, and the Aquifer 
Mapping Program, NMBGMR staff visit more than 200 
wells annually to measure depth-
to-water and to install and maintain 
monitoring equipment. Contact us at 
nmbg-waterlevels@nmt.edu if you are 
interested in joining our network.

Healy Collaborative Groundwater Level 
Monitoring Network

Measuring the depth to water in a 
well near Magdalena.

3D Hydrogeologic Modeling

Block diagrams, like this one of the  
Rio Rancho region, are just one of 
the many visual aids the 3D modeling 
group is creating.



How to Become a Certified Potable Water Hauler in New Mexico (updated 2/6/2024) 
 
If you are transporting water intended for human consumption to at least 15 service connections or 25 
individuals daily for at least 60 days of the year, you must be a certified potable water hauler with the 
New Mexico Environment Department Drinking Water Bureau (NMED DWB). 
 

There is NO FEE to apply to become a certified potable water hauler. 
 
NMED DWB – Website to find application forms: 
All Application Forms and Guidance (nm.gov) 

• Go to the Drinking Water Bureau tab 
o  Infrastructure Construction – Engineering Projects 

 Potable Water Hauling Application 
 Potable Water Hauling Application Checklist 

• For questions, contact: 
o Emily Worthen, NMED DWB Infrastructure Support Team Lead 
o emily.worthen@env.nm.gov  
o Phone:  505-372-8098 

 
General Requirements: 
Mandatory items: 

• Evidence that the tank and other delivery components (i.e. hoses) are approved for contact with 
water for human consumption (NSF 61) or food grade quality liquids (NSF51). These should be 
specifications from the tank manufacturer that indicate tank make and model, and that specify 
the tank is certified to NSF 61 or NSF 51 standards. 

• A signed declaration that the water tank and all other delivery components have never come in 
contact with non-potable or non-food grade products. 

o Or a declaration listing any such products and evidence (i.e receipts) that the tank has 
been sufficiently re-conditioned to enable hauling potable water.  

• Detailed tank description and photos or other documentation showing the following features: 
o Hatches or openings with watertight covers. 
o A tank drain that allows for complete draining of the tank and an opening to facilitate 

internal inspection. 
o All hoses and other dispensing units with watertight caps. 

• A contract or other acknowledgement from a New Mexico public water system that provides 
chlorine disinfection with a measurable chlorine residual at the point of withdrawal by the water 
hauler and has no active acute violations. Use Drinking Water Watch at this link Drinking Water 
Watch (nm.gov) to determine if your source meets this requirement.  

• An acknowledgement from the public water system receiving the water, if applicable, and a 
location description where the water will be added to the receiving water system (i.e. 
distribution tank, clearwell). 

• Procedures that the water hauler will follow to obtain the water including: 
o Location tanks will be filled. 
o How chlorine residual will be recorded. 

https://www.env.nm.gov/forms/
mailto:emily.worthen@env.nm.gov
https://dww.water.net.env.nm.gov/NMDWW/
https://dww.water.net.env.nm.gov/NMDWW/


o Storing procedures (if applicable). 
o Treatment (limited to chlorine addition to maintain residuals). 
o Delivery to the receiving water system/individual connections. 

• Initial routine and seasonal disinfection plan of each tank that conforms to AWWA C652. 
• A copy of the certified operator certificate of the business operator who will be present for all 

deliveries (this can be a contract operator or a staff person if they are certified through the 
Utility Operator Certification Program). 

Completed Water Hauler Application: 
• The checklist is provided to ensure that all required information is sent. 
• Email completed application to:  NMENV-DWBPlanReview@state.nm.us, or directly to 

emily.worthen@env.nm.gov  
• Application will be reviewed. 
• After approval, the engineering program will issue an approval letter identifying the appropriate 

compliance supervisor to contact for initial inspection. 
• A DWB compliance officer will inspect your water truck and assign your business a New Mexico 

Public Water System ID number.   
•  Hauling water intended for human consumption is now permitted. 

 
 
New Mexico Regulations Related to Water Hauler Certification 
 
N.M. Code R Section 20.7.10.401 – General Operating Requirements for Water Haulers 
Section 20.7.10.401 - GENERAL OPERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR WATER HAULERS, N.M. Code R. §  
A. This section applies to each water hauler. 
B. A water hauler subject to this section shall obtain for delivery disinfected water only from public 
water systems that are part of the department safe drinking water information system (SDWIS) 
inventory and do not pose an acute health threat based on violation of a maximum contaminant level or 
treatment technique. 
C. A water hauler subject to this section shall: 
    (1) disinfect each tank, before filling the tank for delivery, if it has not been used more than eight  
          consecutive days; 
    (2) disinfect each tank after every three months of continuous operation; 
    (3) measure and record the disinfectant residual at the same time and place water is obtained from 
          the public water system and immediately prior to when the water is delivered to the customer; 
    (4) maintain a record of the date and time that each water hauling truck is disinfected; 
    (5) for those water haulers that are owned or operated by a public water system, comply with the 
          sampling requirements applicable to consecutive systems in accordance with Subsection E of 
          Section 500 of this part; and 
    (6) make each vehicle used for water hauling available for inspection by the department; at the time 
          of the inspection the tank shall be empty and have a hatch or other opening to facilitate internal 
          inspection. 
D. A water hauler subject to this section shall use only water tanks with the following features: 
    (1) Hatches or openings must have water tight covers. 
    (2) The tank drain must allow for complete draining of the tank. 
    (3) All hoses and other dispensing units must be equipped with water tight caps. 

mailto:NMENV-DWBPlanReview@state.nm.us
mailto:emily.worthen@env.nm.gov
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-mexico-administrative-code/title-20-environmental-protection/chapter-7-wastewater-and-water-supply-facilities/part-10-drinking-water/section-20710401-general-operating-requirements-for-water-haulers


20.7.10.202.B NMAC 
Website:  20.7.10 NMAC 
 
20.7.10.202          APPLICATION FOR WATER HAULERS THAT ARE NOT OWNED OR OPERATED 
BY ANOTHER PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM: 
                A.            This section applies to each water hauler that is not owned or operated by a public water 
system.  This section does not apply to the transport of bottled water regulated pursuant to 21 CFR Part 165. 
                B.            Any person proposing to commence a water hauling operation for human consumption under 
this section shall complete, sign and submit an application to the department no later than 30 days prior to entering a 
service contract for delivering water for human consumption.  The water hauler shall not produce, withdraw, store, 
transport or deliver water for human consumption until the department has approved the application in writing. 
                C.            The application shall be made on form(s) furnished by the department and shall include: 
                    (1)     evidence that the water tank and other delivery components are approved for contact with water 
for human consumption; 
                    (2)     a declaration that the water tank and other water delivery components have never come into 
contact with a non-potable or non-food grade product, or a declaration listing any such products and evidence that 
the tank has been sufficiently reconditioned to enable hauling of potable water; 
                    (3)     a contract with a public water system authorizing receipt of water or other documentation 
demonstrating that the water to be hauled will come from a drinking water system that is included in the safe 
drinking water information system (SDWIS) inventory; 
                    (4)     a description of water hauling operation including the procedures for obtaining, storing, treatment 
of and delivery of water; and 
                    (5)     a disinfection plan for routine and seasonal disinfection of each tank. 
[20.7.10.202 NMAC - N, 01/06/2013] 
 
 
 
20.7.10.500.E          MONITORING REQUIREMENTS: 
                A.            Pursuant to NMSA 1978, 74-1-13.1, the department shall test non-transient non-community 
water systems for arsenic, fluoride and radionuclides.  The reporting and public notification requirements for non-
transient non-community water systems for these contaminants shall be identical to those for community water 
systems as set forth in 40 CFR Subpart Q. 
                B.            Each supplier of water shall begin routine sampling in accordance with 40 CFR Part 141 within 
90 days after providing water for human consumption. 
                C.            All public water systems shall conduct sampling at the rates set forth in 40 CFR Part 141, 
Subpart C, except that non-transient non-community systems shall conduct coliform sampling at the same rates as 
like-sized community water systems in 40 CFR 141.21(a)(2) and except that consecutive systems shall sample as 
required in Subsection E of Section 500 of this part. The department may order a supplier of water, when necessary, 
to conduct more frequent sampling than is required under 40 CFR Part 141. 
                D.            The department may order a public water system that uses two or more water sources to collect 
special purpose samples directly from the water sources, in addition to routine samples from sampling points as 
required under 40 CFR Part 141. 
                E.            Consecutive systems shall collect samples for those contaminants for which monitoring is 
required in the distribution system.  This includes measurement of disinfectant residuals and collection of samples 
for total coliform, lead and copper, and disinfection byproducts. 
                F.            All public water systems must have sample taps to collect water representative of each 
applicable facility at sampling points required under 40 CFR Part 141. 
                G.            For systems subject to triggered monitoring under 40 CFR Part 141 ground water rule:  for each 
total coliform positive sample collected from the distribution system, at least one ground water source sample must 
be collected from each ground water source that was in use at the time the total coliform-positive sample was 
collected. 
[20.7.10.500 NMAC - Rp 20 NMAC 7.1.III.301, 12/04/2002; A, 04/16/2007; A, 01/06/2013] 
 

https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title20/20.007.0010.html














We need your help!

D A T A  S H A R I N G
A well owner/operator can submit accurate 

water level measurements to NMBGMR 
database to become publicly available data. 

W E L L  S H A R I N G
NMBGMR can visit your site  

and, if your well is appropriate,  
we can plan manual measurements or set 
up continuous water level measurements.

geoinfo.nmt.edu/resources/water/
cgmn/

We are a non-regulatory governmental agency 
(the state’s geological survey) that conducts 
scientific investigations leading to responsible 
development of the state’s mineral, water, and 

energy resources.

This work is funded by 
the Healy Foundation, and 

implemented by the Aquifer 
Mapping Program at the New 
Mexico Bureau of Geology and 
Mineral Resources (NMBGMR).

April 2022

The Healy Collaborative Groundwater 
Monitoring Network
While it is difficult to predict the exact 
future of water in New Mexico, we can 
make good estimates based on current 
trends and the recent past. Basic 
monitoring of our groundwater is 
essential for tracking changes and mak-
ing informed water management and 
planning decisions. Collecting and main-
taining records of groundwater level 
measurements in various aquifers across 
the state is increasingly important as we 
continue to rely on groundwater. 

In response to the need for broader 
coverage of measurements, the Healy 
Collaborative Groundwater Monitoring 
Network was created in 2016. The goal 
of this Network is to supplement 
existing groundwater level monitoring 
throughout the state by working with 
local well owners in data poor regions. 
This highly successful program has grown 
to include over 140 active members 
including water operators, citizens, 
scientists, and engineers that collect and 
maintain groundwater level information 
at over 700 locations. Through funding 
from the Healy Foundation, the USGS, 
and the Aquifer Mapping Program, at this 
time, Network staff visit more than 190 
wells annually to measure depth to 
water, and to install and maintain 
monitoring equipment.

The groundwater data collected under 
this program are publicly available, and 
can be viewed on the NMBGMR inter-
active map at maps.nmt.edu under the 
Water Resources layer list.

The Healy Collaborative Groundwater 
Network is available to install monitoring 
devices, or manually measure 
groundwater levels in wells. 
Collaboration in this network is  
easy – this is all at NO cost to the 
well owner.

If you own a well, or know of a water 
system that may be interested in learning 
more about this program, please reach 
out to us at  
nmbg-waterlevels@nmt.edu

April 2022 Network Inventory:

• 538 Data Share Locations

• 208 Well Share Locations

• 42 – Wellntel

• 55 – Data logger

• 111 – Manual Only



























Source Water Protection Action List for Wildfire and Postfire 
NMRWA Source Water Protection Program 
January 12, 2024 

1. Engage with forest and fire professionals (e.g., USFS, NM State Forestry, County Emergency 
Manager, Volunteer Fire Department, emergency responders/firefighters) to educate, inform, 
and learn. 

2. Educate land managers, emergency managers, first responders, and others about the water 
system and its vulnerabilities. 

• Provide source water location and details to these entities. (Can also work with NMRWA's 
SWP Program to do this.) 

• Discuss appropriate forest treatment and fire suppression activities around drinking 
water sources 

• Provide information regarding any fragile infrastructure before it is used for fire 
suppression during forest treatments and fire/postfire activities 

3. Follow Firewise guidelines for the water system's buildings and other critical infrastructure. 
Assess the wildfire defense zones for source water, buildings, treatment plants, and storage 
tanks (Immediate Zone 0-5 ft, Intermediate Zone 5-30 ft, and Extended Zone 30-100 or 200 ft. 
The minimum SWP Zone around a water source is typically 200 ft.) 

4. Support and participate in a watershed health initiative or other fire prevention projects 

5. Participate in the County CWPP Update through, and advocate for more targeted 
(community/regional) CWPPs with these partners 

6. Whenever possible, ensure that these projects specifically consider the protection of the 
system's source water 

• Promote designing and implementing projects that specifically address protecting the 
water system's source water and improving water quality. 

• Projects should consider both how to protect water sources from the threat of wildfire and 
the effects of postfire processes such as erosion, loss of canopy, and debris flows. 

• Projects should reflect the drinking water sources' sensitivity so that fire suppression 
chemicals, trampling, and erosion created during firefighting efforts are avoided. 

7. Consider additional studies that would inform on the vulnerabilities/resilience of water 
system's source water and infrastructure particularly in the context of wildfire and postfire, 
such as: 

• A geotechnical study of the deposits and land surfaces to evaluate their stability and 
possible postfire effects 

• Establish a baseline, or continue documenting, current water quality and quantity 
conditions at source water (applies to surface water and groundwater systems) 

• Characterize springs using standardized documentation (e.g., the Spring Inventory 
Assessment https: //springstewardshipinstitute.org/protocols) 

Source Water Protection Action List for Wi ldfire and Postfire -1-
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Participation in these Organizations and Plans is Recommended 

NM WARN - New Mexico Water/ Wastewater Agency Response Network 
The main concept of the NM WARN is "utilities helping utilities." Membership will allow any utility to 
request assistance or provide assistance during any kind of emergency (man-made or natural). 

This agreement sets out rules which will govern the request and provision of assistance process by 
drinking water and wastewater WARN members during any kind of emergency. Membership is open 
to all drinking water and wastewater utilities in New Mexico, public or private, at no cost. Assistance 
is strictly voluntary; no member of the WARN is required to provide assistance under any 
circumstances. Utilities may decide to discontinue membership at any time. 

WFDSS - Wild/and Fire Defense Support System 
WFDSS is a web-based tool designed to assist fire managers in making streamlined decisions during 
the suppression planning process. WFDSS allows data analyses and reports to be easily shared with 
all levels of federal fire managers. Providing data will put critical water infrastructure and defensible 
space around the infrastructure points in front of personnel who may use the information in 
suppression efforts. 

It is the decision support system that assists wildlands fire managers and analysts in assessing risks 
and fire behavior during an event. It facilitates making strategic and tactical decisions for fire 
incidents by following an analytic deliberative process for risk informed decision making. 

CWPP - Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
Communities can take proactive steps to protect themselves from dangerous and damaging wildfire. 
The Forestry Division works with New Mexico Counties and federal land management agencies to 
assist counties and communities to plan ahead for wildfire. 

CWPPs have become the primary mechanism for evaluating risk due to their emphasis on community 
involvement and assessment oflocal resources. CWPPs are also an important planning document 
used by emergency responders and citizens to plan for and respond to wildfire emergencies. Local 
leaders and governmental entities find CWPPs valuable for the purposes of identifying critical needs 
and prioritizing funding. 

Shared Stewardship Portal 
A tool to coordinate forest and watershed management on all lands in N~w Mexico. The New Mexico 
Shared Stewardship Portal aims to ensure that every natural resource and land management agency 
in New Mexico with an interest in reduced wildfire and post-wildfire risk and increased landscape 
resiliency through active fuels/vegetation management have the goals and tools to assist in 
coordination, collaboration, and identification of shared priorities on the landscape. 

Another goal is that these agencies use their shared priorities before making investments on the 
landscape, to combine forces and leverage investments to achieve greater returns on investment and 
reduced risk. 

The portal helps partners better plan and track critical forest restoration accomplishments on the 
ground, adds quantitative analysis to efficiently plan potential projects, and tracks project status. 

Source Water Protection Action List for Wildfire and Postfire -2-
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