Riparian Restoration

Riparian Restoration involves restoring the processes that
support provide habitat that supports native species (plants
and animals) and important ecosystem services and river
processes in riparian areas (those adjacent to flowing
water). variable distance from waterway.
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How can riparian
habitat serve as
an effective
mechanism for
helping to protect
water supplies?
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Key Ideas

What is a riparian zone? v
What are the key features of healthy riparian v
areas?

A few examples of common riparian restoration projects may include a combination of:

e Restoring processes that support the formation and sustainability of natural stream
channels and biota adapted to dynamic streamside habitats. These processes
include facilitating a natural sediment regime, hydrology (restoring key flow
components), and water quality;

e Restoring patterns that support native biota. Channel and floodplain form typical of
a stream or river typical of a particular setting;

e Planting of native vegetation (grasses/forbs, shrubs, and trees);
e |nvasive weed clearing and control;

e Channel restoration: widening (e.g., decreasing bank angle through re-sloping),
narrowing through mechanical means or revegetation of banks, restoring an incised
channel and/or preventing incision, reconstructing desired planform (sinuous
meandering, straight or braided);

e Livestock exclusion or fencing.Off-stream or controlled livestock watering;
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs143_010137.pdf
http://cooswatershed.org/Publications/riparianareas_factsheet.pdf
http://nac.unl.edu/practices/riparianforestbuffers.htm

